vvnerc a msnop was requireu.
It  was in  391   that   Augustine-  was at   length
captured,   and   pressed   into   the   service   of  the
Church.    A government  official of   Hippo (now
Bcrnu), <>n the coast,  h;ul expressed a willingness
to retire from the world if Augustine pa'ul him a
visit.     It   is  difficult   to  say   whether  this was u
pious stratagem of the I lipponenses en- not ; hut,
as the church of Hippo h.ul a bishop living, and
there seemed so excellent a prospect of securing a
convert, Augustine indiscreetly set out for Hippo.
The  story  told   by  Possidius,  Augustine's pupil
and biographer (for the later period of   his life),
introduces us at once into the simple church-life
of the earl}' centuries.    One day, wlu'Kt Augustine
was listening to the sermon of Bishop  Valerius,
that prelate seized the opportunity to remind his
congregation that he was getting old, and needed
a priest to share his work,1    There wa-. immedi-
ately a loud demand for Augustine.    ! Ic* begged
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